
CATO CUFF, U.S., REVOLUTIONARY WAR PENSION AND BOUNTY-LAND WARRANT APPLICATION FILES, # [INSERT NUMBER 
OF THE RECORD], TRANSCRIBED BY DANA J. MEYER 
[1] 
Connecticut  
20501 
 
Cato Cuff 
Capt Hoyt2 
Private 
Connecticut Line 
In the army of the United States during the Revolutionary War. 
 
Inscribed on the Roll of Connecticut, at the rate of -8- Dollars per month, to commence on the 7th 
of April, 1818. 
 
Certificate of pension issued the 3d of Augt 1818 and sent to Elias Perkins Esqr. 
New London, Connecticut 
 
Arrearages to 4th Sept. 1818. 
4 mos 28/30. $39.46 
{Revolutionary claims, 
Act 18th March, 1818,} 
77  Three Years 
 
Continued 
Notification sent to E. Learned.3 
17 July, 1820. New London 
Stonington, New London 
[Date of death not on AB4] 

 
1 “U.S., Revolutionary War Pension and Bounty-Land Warrant Application Files, 1800-1900,” Ancestry.com, 
accessed March 9, 2022. The following four pages of transcription were taken from original scanned documents 
located on Ancestry.com.  
2 “Capt Hoyt” may be a misspelling of Captain Samuel Hait of Stamford. Please see, Connecticut. Adjutant-
General’s Office, and Henry Phelps Johnston. Record of Service of Connecticut Men in the I. War of the Revolution, 
II. War of 1812, III. Mexican War (Hartford: Case, Lockwood & Brainard, 1889: 194, 197; William S. Powell, “A 
Connecticut Soldier Under Washington: Elisha Bostwick's Memoirs of the First Years of the Revolution,” The 
William and Mary Quarterly 6, no. 1 (January 1949), https://www.jstor.org/stable/1921863, 96. 
3 Ebenezer Learned was a native of New London and graduate of Yale College. Frances Manwaring Caulkins, History 
of New London, Connecticut: From the First Survey of the Coast in 1612, to 1852 (Hartford: Case, Tiffany, 1852), 
623. 
4 Date of Death is written from left to right in a vertical position in relation to the document’s main writing. “Date 
of death not on A.B.” is an annotation written in the 1930s at the same time the Bureau of Pensions responded to 
inquiries from descendants seeking information about their Revolutionary War ancestors. History Hub, 
https://historyhub.history.gov/thread/8340 (accessed March 15, 2022). 



 
 
 

[2] 



State and District of Connecticut, ss. 
 On this 26th day of June 1820 personally appeared in open Court, before the County 
Court holden within and for the County of  New London in said State, on this 26th day of June 
1820, the same being a court of record, proceeding according to the course of common law, with 
a jurisdiction unlimited in point of amount, keeping a record of its proceedings, and having 
power of fine and imprisonment, Cato Cuff aged about Sixty years, resident in the town of 
Stonington County in said State, who being first duly sworn according to law, doth on his oath 
declare that he served in the revolutionary war as follows: 
In the company commanded by Captain Hoyt in the regiment commanded by Colonel Bradley in 
the lone of the State of Connecticut on the continental establishment: That he continued to serve 
three years and was discharged from said service in New Jersey by General Jedidiah Huntington 
was in the Battle of Monmouth and Germantown. 
That he made a declaration to obtain a pension under the law of the 18th of March 1818 on the 7th 
day of April 1818; and had transmitted to him a certificate for a pension from the Secretary for 
the Department of War, No. 2050.5 
 
And I do solemnly swear that I was a resident citizen of the United States on the 18th day of 
March, 1818; and that I have not since that time, by gift, sale, or in any other manner disposed of 
my property, or any part thereof, with intent thereby so to diminish it, as to bring myself within 
the provisions of an Act of Congress, entitled, “An act to provide for certain persons engaged in 
the land and naval service of the United States in the Revolutionary War [???? as was of March 
1818], and that I have not, nor has any person in trust for me, any property or securities, 
contracts or debts due to me, nor have I any income other than what is contained in the Schedule 
hereto annexed and by me subscribed. 
—viz My property of every kind consists only of my wearing apparel and about twenty three 
dollars, being the [unenfunded?] remains of my [?et ] Pension Money~ That I have no family 
and am unable to work except in the summer months—owing to bodily infirmities, especially to 
a foot which was badly frozen during the revolutionary war of which now gives me much trouble 
in the winter months 
Cato X [his Mark] Cuff 
Signed Sworn and declared on the 26th day of June 1820-  
Before said County Court 
Charles Lathrop Clerk 
I, Charles Lathrop Clerk of the County Court for New- London County, do hereby certify that 
the foregoing oath, and the schedule thereto annexed, are truly copied from the record of the said 

 
5 WM. C. Nell, Colored Patriots of the American Revolution, with Sketches of Several Distinguished Colored Persons: 
To Which is Added a Brief  Survey of the Condition and Prospects of Colored Americans (Boston: Robert F. Wallcut, 
1855), 132. Referred to by Nell as the “Act of 1818” he opens Chapter V with a story about a Connecticut Judge 
named Hon. Calvin Goddard who helped secure pensions for nineteen “colored sodiers.”  



Court; and I further certify, that it is the opinion of the said Court, that the total amount in value 
of property exhibited in the aforesaid schedule, is twenty three dollars and ꟷꟷꟷꟷꟷ cents. 
In testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand, and affixed the seal of the said Court, on this 
26th day of June 1820. 
Charles Lathrop 
Clerk of the County Court for the County of New-London 
  



[3] 
State of Connecticut 
County of New London 
Town of Stonington 
On the Seventh day of April on the Year of our  
Lord One Thousand and Eight hundred & Eighteen 
before me Elias Perkins Judge of the Court 
of Common pleas in & for the County of New London 
Personally came and appeared before me Cato  
Cuff a coloured man of the Town of Stonington 
County & State [afored?] and being duly Sworn made 
Solemn Oath that he was born in the town 
of Stonington County of New London & State of  
Connecticut, that he is a resident and Citizen of 
The United States- that in the Spring Seventeen  
hundred & Seventy Six he enlisted in Capt Hoyts 
Company, Col Bradleys Regiment of General Huntingtons  
Brigade in the Connecticut Line, on the continental 
Establishment where he served Three Years, the 
Term of his enlistment and that he was honorably  
Discharged and that his discharge by time incident 
has been Lost, and that by reasons of his reduced 
circumstances in Life he is in need of assistance 
from his Country^Homefront & that he does [????] 
[??????????] vile regret I may answer any 
Pension that may have been ^[????????]allowed 
(if any) under the Laws of this United States sworn before me.6                                                     
Elias Perkins Judge  Cato + [his Mark] Cuff 

 
6 Cuff Cato’s enlistment date is April 29, 1777, according to the Record of Service of Connecticut Men, 197. Cuff 
served for the duration of Three Years. Research on Ancestry.com supports this record. 



 
[4] 



I Elias Perkins Judge of the Court of  
Common Pleas for the County of New London 
Do Certify that it appears to my Satisfaction that 
the said Cato Cuff did serve in the  
Revolutionary War as stated in the preceeding decla- 
Ation against the Common Enemy 
 
 And I now transmit the proceedings and 
Testimony taken & had before me to the Secretary 
for the departments of War pursuant to the direc- 
tions of the aforementioned Act of Congress, the  
foregoing declaration was made to me as the appli- 
cant declared in order to obtain the Provision 
made by the late Act of Congress intitled an Act 
to provide for certain Persons engaged in the Land 
& Naval Service of the United States in the Revo- 
lutionary Warꟷ 

Witness the Seal of the County 
     Court of the County of New London 
     aforesaid, which I have caused to be 
     hereunto affixed 
      Elias Perkins Judge of this 
      County Court or Court of 

Common Pleas for New London 
      County 
 
I Elias Perkins Judge of the County Court  
for New London County so under the Seal of the 
court further certify that Cato Cuff the written 
applicant is in reduced circumstances, & stands 
in need of assistance from his Country for support. 
 Elias Perkins Judge of the County Court or 

 Court of Common Pleas for New London County. 
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